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Krazy Kosci Klimb veteran named 2026 Southern Sydney Volunteer of the Year

Krazy Kosci Klimb organiser and Cerebral Palsy Alliance volunteer Bill Manning has been named the 2026
Southern Sydney Volunteer of the Year, for his decades long work helping young people with a disability to
participate in a rich and life changing experience.

Bill was recognised today at the 2026 NSW Volunteer of Year Awards at Cronulla RSL.

The NSW Volunteer of the Year Awards are hosted by The Centre for Volunteering to help promote and support
volunteering across NSW. The Awards are now in their 20th year and celebrate the work of thousands of
individuals and volunteer teams from a diverse range of organisations across the state.

Other individual and team awards were also announced today:

Southern Sydney Young Volunteer of the Year: Sunny Liu from Blakehurst

Sunny has volunteered with the Australian Army Cadets and Lifeline for the past two years, giving almost 4,000
hours of her time to lead cadets and support people when they are most in need.

She has served as the Officer Commanding, Second-in-Command, and Training Officer of her cadet unit,
ensuring the physical and mental safety and welfare of more than 150 members. She is also a telephone crisis
supporter, where she listens to and supports people in distress, and mentors other volunteers.

Southern Sydney Adult Volunteer of the Year: Bill Manning from Connells Point

Bill has been helping to organise the Cerebral Palsy Alliance’s Krazy Kosci Klimb event since its inception more
than 13 years ago, helping more than 200 young people believe in themselves and reach their goals.

He manages mountain logistics, safety, and volunteer coordination ensuring that young people with a disability
can set and reach their goals and participate in challenging outdoor activities in one of the country’s most
iconic environments.

Southern Sydney Senior Volunteer of the Year: Paul Quinn from lllawong

Paul has been volunteering at Calvary Health Care Kogarah for over six years where he supports people in
palliative care through equipment delivery, community visits, and emotional support.

He ensures that the patients in palliative care have access to the specialist equipment they need, as well as
companionship and welfare support that reduces loneliness and enhances emotional wellbeing.
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Southern Sydney Emergency Volunteer of the Year: Warren Rennie AM OAM from Cronulla

Warren has been volunteering at North Cronulla Surf Life Saving Club for almost 70 years, where he has helped
maintain beach safety through patrols, rescues, coaching, and mentoring other surf lifesaving volunteers.

He has strengthened lifesaving’s standards, protected beach goers and trained several new generations of
fellow surf lifesaving volunteers.

Southern Sydney Volunteer Team of the Year: Calvary Kogarah Biography Service

The 20 members of the Calvary Kogarah Biography Service volunteers help record the life stories of people in
palliative care, allowing them to speak openly about their lives, relationships, achievements, fears and hopes.

They give their time, compassion and energy so people are heard and supported during the final chapter of
their lives. Their work also supports memory projects, letters, eulogies and legacy items for families and future
generations.

The Centre for Volunteering CEO Gemma Rygate said volunteers from across St George and Sutherland Shire
give so much to the local community.

“Volunteers help build strong and healthy communities across the state,” Ms Rygate said.

“They are always there when we need them most, giving their time and support across all areas of life
including health, emergency services, education and community sectors.

“Volunteers are role models for others, highlighting how volunteering can have such a positive impact on
people and places. These awards celebrate the volunteering effort and impact.”

The NSW Minister with responsibility for Volunteering, Jodie Harrison said:
“Congratulations to our everyday heroes, the winners of the Southern Sydney Volunteer of the Year Awards.

“From the bush to the sea, volunteers are the true heartbeat of our communities. Thank you for your
invaluable contributions. You make New South Wales the best state to live in.

“In partnership with the Centre for Volunteering, the NSW Government continues to build a sector that is
strong and diverse, and to make sure volunteers like you are recognised for and supported in what you do.”

Southern Sydney award recipients will be invited to represent their region at the State Gala Award Ceremony
at the end of the year, where the NSW Volunteer of the Year in each category will be announced.

Awards Supporters
Principal Partner Regional Awards Sponsor

o |9 The Centre for )
gVolunteering ﬁ‘%‘% ROl sixr =

GOVERNMENT Ak The Minister Wik The Minister
NSW for Emergency Services NSW for Youth


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/k6nc738gy7datc8z439bn/ANBEyi1vmFDJ4U5uSlbGrTE?rlkey=voc1f78vcwe4ywavicfp7p8x0&st=ba2q35aq&dl=0
mailto:media@volunteering.com.au

About the NSW Volunteer of the Year Awards

The NSW Volunteer of the Year Awards are in their 20th year and have grown to become one of the largest
celebrations of volunteering across Australia.

They are an annual program run by The Centre for Volunteering to recognise the outstanding work of
volunteers and Leaders of Volunteers in every region across NSW.

Individuals or teams can be nominated in one of seven award categories:

e Young Volunteer of the Year — e Emergency Volunteer of the Year — sponsored
sponsored by the Minister for by the Minister for Emergency Services — Hon
Youth — Hon Rose Jackson Jihad Dib

e Adult Volunteer of the Year e Not-for-Profit Voluntary Governance Award

e Senior Volunteer of the Year e Volunteer Leader of the Year

e Volunteer Team of the Year

Twenty-five regional ceremonies are held in towns and suburbs throughout NSW from mid-August until
November.

The regional finalists will be invited to a Gala State ceremony in December in Sydney where the NSW
Volunteer of Year is announced. Recipients for the NSW Volunteer of the Year are also announced across
the seven categories.

The Awards are run by the Centre for Volunteering. The NSW Government is the principal partner for the
awards.
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